GENERAL SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

IN CASE OF A SPILL OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

1.
Anyone using hazardous substances must be aware of the following

general safety precautions in case of a spill of a hazardous material:

a. Approach Cautiously From Upwind – resist the urge to rush in; others cannot be helped until the situation has been fully assessed;
b. Secure the Scene – without entering the immediate hazard area, isolate the area and assure the safety of people and the environment, keep people away from the scene and outside the safety perimeter. Allow enough room to move and remove your own equipment;
c. Identify the Hazards – check the following sources:
i. placards, container labels, shipping documents, Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), road trailer, identification charts, and/or knowledgeable persons on the scene, and

ii. evaluate all available information and consult the MSDS to reduce immediate risks. Additional information, provided by the shipper or obtained from another authoritative source, may change some of the emphasis or details found in the MSDS. Remember, other guides, such as Transportation of Dangerous Goods, provide only the most important and worst case scenario information for the initial response in relation to a family or class of dangerous goods. As more specific information becomes available, the response should be tailored to the situation;

c. Assess The Situation – consider the following:

i. is there a fire, a spill or a leak?

ii. what are the weather conditions?

iii. what is the terrain like?

iv. who/what is at risk: people, property or the environment?

v. what actions should be taken? Is an evacuation necessary?

vi. is digging necessary? What resources (human and equipment)
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are required and are readily available? and vii. what can be done immediately?

d. Obtain Help – advise your manager or supervisor to notify responsible agencies and call for assistance from qualified personnel;
e. Decide On Site Entry – any efforts made to rescue persons, protect property or the environment must be weighed against the possibility that you could become part of the problem. Enter the area only when wearing appropriate protective clothing;
f. Respond – respond in an appropriate manner. Establish a command post and lines of communication. Rescue casualties where possible and evacuate, if necessary. Maintain control of the site. Continually reassess the situation and modify the response accordingly. The first duty is to consider the safety of people in the immediate area, including your own; and
g. Above All – do not walk into or touch spilled material. Avoid inhalation of fumes, smoke and vapours, even if no dangerous goods are known to be involved. Do not assume that gases or vapours are harmless because of a lack of smell – odourless gases or vapours may be harmful.
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